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recruiting for that organization. After the most stringent efforts made in every direction in the Department, we were never able to obtain of recruits but one Company, which Company is now doing duty about the light-houses on the eastern shore.
There were more than enough officers for one company. Lieut. Chambers had already been mustered in. I examined into the merits of the various officers who had been recruited, and I am of opinion that Lieut. Chambers did not do his duty as a recruiting officer, but, on the contrary, spent his time in a way not very creditable to himself as an officer, on the eastern shore, where he was recruiting.
Finding that there were not loyal Virginians enough in this Dept. either to make a restored civil government or fill a regiment of loyal Virginians, I have so far as in me lies put a stop to both concerns, and accepted the resignation of Lieut. Chambers. Had he done his full duty I should have been inclined to recommend his payment, and upon [this] his claim must rest without any recommendation of mine.
(BBNJ. F. BUTLER)
From James Parton to General Butler
NEW YORK, 182 E. 16th St., August 19th, 1864
MY DBAB GENERAL: Having in vain attempted to reach you by telegraph from the Isles of Shoals, I now endeavor to get word to you from New York by means of the U. S. M.
I received your telegram of Aug. 3rd on the 8th of August,, at the Isles aforesaid. I was puzzled. Was it then too late? Should I start immediately? Would a week hence do as well? Was it business or pleasure? After much cogitation, I sent a. telegram ashore for information, no answer yet. Yesterday I reached home and found your invitation to us both to come and see you, Mrs. Parton to remain at the Fortress, I to go on to you; then all was clear. But in the papers of the day before it was stated that Mrs. Butler had gone home to Lowell. So I was all at sea again. Nothing remains but to wait for further elucidation. Mrs. Parton is very desirous to go, and I, of course, regard you as my commander.
Meanwhile, Mrs. Parton being completely exhausted with the heat and the baby, I am going to take her, for one week only, to the Catskill Mountain House. On my return we hop& to find your final orders, which we shall hasten to obey.